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                    Genesis
Covenant Creatures 

Companion Animal Program


This program was born through a personal “genesis” of its founder, Leanne Johnson.  In 2006 during a time of consideration regarding my effectiveness in my community, I began pondering how to better touch the lives of those around me.  As a local pastor, I felt the need to better serve in the physical aspects of spirituality.  During a time of prayer and meditation to consider this, the question surfaced: “What is it that I love and enjoy doing?”  Animals have always been close to my heart and soul.  I knew immediately that this was the direction of my new “genesis”.

In August of that year, I began to develop the outreach to local companion animals [which included a 5 year plan to create a volunteer base, a donor base, involvement of local veterinarians, trainers, behaviorists, etc, as well as the actual development of a “care center” where people could come to receive services for multi-levels of care, which would then grow to a “care warehouse”.  I initially contacted local groups who work with the “working poor” and the homeless and found out that other than a few organizations who in part addressed the needs, there was little focus here for the needs of companion animals and their owners.  In fact, there are few organizations in the country that specifically exist for this reason.  What started as a personal evaluation of effectiveness for our community became a groundbreaking program to address the needs of the homeless, the working poor, the seniors and disabled communities.  The program has 3 components to it:  1) Visitation/Transportation for pets to local services 2) Weekly outreach: offering of vet help, provision of food and supplies and 3) Education regarding: pet care (nutrition & behavioral counseling), animal testing issues and spiritual perspectives regarding the stewardship of creatures and all of creation.    


We [myself and a handful of others who embraced the vision] initially began service by taking grocery bags of food, collars, leashes and a medical kit to a parking lot downtown where another local group provided for the needs of the people.  This transformed to a 12’ utility trailer stocked with supplies.  In 2008 some local veterinarians and vet techs came on board and we continued all three aspects of the program, but were able to “round out” our weekly outreach to better address the medical needs of pets.  February 2010 saw the creation of the “Companion Care Center”: a downtown garage site which opens once a week to offer provisions and services to pets.  Depending on a number of factors, the dream of a much larger facility may start to take shape by 2012. 
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